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1. Our Curriculum Vision, Aims and Ethos.  
 

Vision: 

 

We believe every child should understand, enjoy and contribute to the world.  
Through work and play we dare to dream big! 
  
We always… 
Aspire to be the best imagined 
Achieve great things 
Challenge ourselves even further 
 

Our school vision will be integral to everything than we do and entwined in our curriculum at every 

level.  

 

Curriculum Aims: 

 

 That all pupils are provided with outstanding learning experiences that lead to consistently 
outstanding levels of pupil achievement 

 That all teachers and other professionals possess expert levels of knowledge in the subjects 
they teach  

 That all teachers and other professionals are “lifelong learners”, committed to an ongoing 
development of their own knowledge and skills to optimise the pupils’ learning experiences  

 That a positive, caring attitude, where achievements at all levels are acknowledged and 
valued, is prevalent throughout the school  

 That all pupils from the earliest opportunity, are encouraged to develop independence, self-
discipline, responsibility and the ability to build resilience  

 That a shared sense of purpose amongst pupils, staff and parents is fostered from the very 
start 

 

Ethos: 

 

We want all our children to be polite, respectful, community-minded and tolerant. We want them to 

share the high aspirations we have for them. 

Academic achievement is hugely important but we see that as a natural outcome of a holistic 

approach to learning. We will instil the belief that each and every child can be a success in later life, 

whatever they choose to do. Our children will become confident individuals who understand what 

can be achieved by working together. 

 

 

 

2. Curriculum Planning  
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The Curriculum at Rugby Free Primary school will stem from our children. EYFS will be based on 

the EYFS Framework with our children working towards the ELGs. Please see our separate EYFS 

policy for further details. 

 

Our KS1 and KS2 curriculum will be based on the expectations outlined in the programmes of study 

from the National Curriculum 2014 but we shall adapt all our teaching to cater for the learning needs 

of our pupils and ensure they achieve the very best possible. We will use the Cornerstones 

Assessment Statements to channel our expectations and make judgements about our children’s 

achievement towards Age Related Expectations. 

 

At RFPS, we believe the most effective learning takes place when there is considerable emphasis 

on active involvement, opportunities to talk both imaginatively, expressively and to explain and 

clarify thinking. We know that cross curricular links are crucial in curriculum design and therefore we 

have chosen, wherever possible to adopt a topic approach to teaching and learning incorporating 

skills from various subject areas within one topic umbrella. We aim to be a school of the future and 

so will integrate computing and digital learning whenever possible in teaching and learning.   

 

3. English 
 

All children are provided with access to inspiring, quality texts, to promote a love of reading and 

build children’s confidence as readers. We begin the children’s reading journey using the Read 

Write Inc programme but enrich this with additional texts, including visual texts to ensure the 

children read widely and for enjoyment. We support children to develop their skills in decoding 

words where necessary, and in understanding texts at a literal level, interpreting implied meaning, 

understanding how texts are organised, discussing authors’ use of language, identifying the effect 

on the reader and making links between texts and real life, including historical context. Teachers 

and support staff work together to provide opportunities for children to work on all aspects of reading 

including whole class discussions and debates, paired and group work, written responses to texts 

(e.g. writing in role as a character), cross-curricular work, and use of film and imagery. Children are 

encouraged to think critically about texts and become discerning and analytical readers. 

Interventions are provided for children who find reading difficult and no child is allowed to just fall 

behind as a specific targeted programme being put in place.  

 

Guided reading which supports readers at all levels and stages of reading development is a key 

component of the teaching day. This allows for high ability readers to engage in texts that make 

increasing demands on comprehension, inference and links to other texts and authors. It also 

supports early/emergent readers at lower levels to engage in differentiated materials and age 

appropriate levels and allows for active teaching of reading objectives.  

 

Read Write Inc is the programme we use to teach phonics and early reading skills to our children. 

This is integrated into other curriculum areas and used throughout teaching and learning.  

 

Computing is integrated in English teaching, both as a highly engaging teaching tool, (using key 

resources such as The Literacy Shed), and as an expected outcome – published writing for a range 

of audiences in school and other platforms.  
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We seek to turn pupils into writers who are clear communicators who are also creative, imaginative 

and inspired. To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a wide range of 

activities. We use literacy scaffolds and supports for less able pupils, and make full use of success 

criteria that reflect high expectations of written and spoken outcomes. Explicit punctuation and 

grammar learning objectives are integrated into schemes of work. We encourage pupils to take 

pride in their work and see themselves as authors. We promote the status of written work by 

providing opportunities for children’s writing to be ‘published’ and read by real audiences.  

 

We encourage the use of drama across the curriculum as a key tool in developing oracy, vocabulary 

development, building confidence and self- esteem, and as an essential tool in developing 

imaginative, expressive, and persuasive spoken and written language. 

 

Imaginative role play is fundamental to developing the whole child, not just in Early Years and KS1 

education, but also as the children develop, and our curriculum provides opportunities to perform to 

wider audiences through assemblies and events around key festivals. As well as using the key tools 

of ‘hot seating’, and ‘response in role’ in literacy lessons to aid the development of speaking and 

listening, reading and writing skills, children get increasing opportunities to perform as they progress 

through the school.  

 

4. Mathematics 
 

The importance of building step by step on mathematical understanding and skills development, 

cannot be over emphasised. At RFPS, we will expose all children to fluency, reasoning and problem 

solving in order that they achieve Mastery in Mathematics. Both Number and Shape, Space and 

Measure activities are taught on a weekly basis. There is a six step approach to Mathematics 

lessons which facilitates children in their learning. This involves: Do Now, New Learning, Talk Task, 

Develop Learning, Independent Learning, Plenary (see Mathematics policy for more details). Our 

Mathematics teaching involves a mixture of both practical and written work to engage all learners 

and better explain key concepts.  

 

5. Science 
 

The curriculum is designed to develop a scientific approach to the subject matter from the earliest 

start, with an emphasis on enquiry, developing hypotheses, investigating variables and using 

mathematical and scientific vocabulary. Exploration and collection of data, through effective 

integration of appropriate computing and ICT, is fundamental to instilling scientific approaches to 

learning. There is a strong emphasis on the practical to engage and enthuse.  Science will be 

integrated into some topic areas and taught as a standalone subject, as appropriate to the key skills 

and knowledge of each year group’s expectations. Cornerstones ‘Love to investigate’ modules will 

be integrated as and when appropriate.  

 

 

6. Computing and Digital Technology  
 

We aim to be a forward-thinking school with computing integral to everything that we do. We will 

ensure that children have access to various sources of technology including laptops, iPads, green 
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screen technology, floor robots, audio equipment etc. We will endeavour to ensure that our facilities 

are supportive of the future and our provision is in line with the times and moving forward at all 

times. Our computing curriculum will give children the skills of the future whilst allowing 

opportunities to engage in ICT applications through our various programme, apps and web based 

learning. 

 

7. Music  
 

At RFPS, we encourage children to be well rounded individual with a love of learning and a love of 

life. Music will be a big part of this and we will endeavour to ensure that our children have access to 

musical learning opportunities both in curriculum time and during our enrichment provision. We will 

encourage every child to learn to play a musical instrument by the time they leave RFPS giving 

each year group access to group musical instrumental provision from a specialist music teacher 

each week.  

 

8. Physical Education 
 

Being fit, healthy and happy is crucial for our children. Physical Education and education of our 

children around it’s importance is crucial and there is a considerable commitment to offering a wide 

range of sport, dance and physical education at our school. We make extensive use of specialist 

teachers and coaches and our enrichment programme has a high focus on physical activities and 

competitive sports opportunities. 

 

9. History, Geography, Art and Design Technology 
 

We will approach these mainly through our Cornerstones topic based curriculum with key skills 

being taught in the context of topic learning. We will endeavour to encourage our children to be 

reflective thinkers and investigate their surroundings, those of their world and that of their past. We 

will encourage creativity and facilitate our children in expressing themselves through art. We will 

provide a dedicated technology room in order to further develop our children’s skills and we will 

place an emphasis on food technology as a key area for learning.   

 

10. Religious Education 
 

RFPS is an inclusive school which celebrates the diversity of each and every member of it’s 

community. Our Religious Education programme will celebrate the similarities and differences 

between different religions and teach our children to respect and tolerate different beliefs. Discovery 

R.E. will be used as the basis for this curriculum, however this will be adapted according to the 

needs and understanding of individual groups of children. A well planned and diverse assembly 

programme will be used alongside this to enhance religious education provision.  

  

 

 

11. Personal Social Health Education 
 

We take the development of the whole child very seriously. An important part of this is to ensure that 

children are given the key skills and learning opportunities to grown into better individuals. Our 
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PSHE curriculum stems mainly from the Jigsaw scheme but we use a combination of approaches to 

our PSHE development, starting with the individual child and developing this curriculum area based 

on their needs and future development. 

 

12. Modern Foreign Languages 
 

At RFPS, we celebrate diversity and aim to expose our children to a variety of different languages. 

We celebrate European Languages Day each year and we focus on different languages throughout 

the year both in class and through our after-school provision. In EYFS and Key Stage 1, children 

experiment in using different languages, learning about different cultures and looking at key 

differences with our own language and culture. In Key Stage 2, all children will learn French/ 

Spanish as a key language. We ensure that teaching is fun, and engaging with an emphasis on 

spoken language skills, music, movement and role play. Key Stage 2 children will have a “language 

passport” which will accompany them through the school, charting their progress and development 

and encouraging them to explore languages further.  

 

13. Enrichment Activities 
 

Rugby Free Primary School is committed to offering the broadest possible educational experience 

and we believe this means looking beyond the curriculum and offering a rich and varied enrichment 

programme both within and outside of school.  

 

We offer a range of both before and after school activities, ranging from sport, to art, to cookery in 

our dedicated technology room. The provision changes on at least a termly basis to ensure the 

children have access to a wide variety of enrichment throughout the year. 

 

14. Home Learning 
 

We aim:  

 To provide homework that is relevant meaningful and purposeful – which is not “for the sake 
of it” 

 To foster a love of reading and wider learning through the use of ICT 

 To incorporate open ended challenges in home learning 

 To provide homework when necessary that consolidates or encourages practice of new skills  

 To develop a sense of responsibility and ownership towards work completion  

 To encourage the development of independent thought and the application of research tools 

 To increase our home school partnership through shared understanding of work covered in 
school and good quality information and workshops to inform parents of how we teach things 
in school         

 To prepare our eldest children for secondary school through the setting of more frequent and 
regular homework tasks.  

 

15. Review 
 

This policy will be reviewed biennially by Governors. 

 

 


